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Abu Parikrama

(We give the account of last year's Abu Parikrama to convey
an idea of the holy places surrounding Abu foothills.)

“Traveling is almost like talking with those of other centuries”.
- Rene Descartes

This echoes the feelings of all the Sadhakas who participated
in the divine parikrama. On 18th Feb, early morning, we gathered
at Mukhrimata which is at the base of Mt. Abu. Nourished with the
ambrosia of Pujyashree’s Ashirvachana and his infinite blessings,
all of us, aged 16 to 66 years, 50 in number in the 50" year of
pujyashree’s Sannyas, commenced our parikrama. Everyone was
filled with a special exhilaration. Chanting bhajans and doing ‘Mantra
Jap’, we did darshan of Lord Vishnu at Rishikesh. From there,
enroute taking blessings of Bhadrakali Mata, we reached
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Madhusudan (Madhvaiji), our first night halt. Walking 20 kms at a
stretch was quite an experience for majority of us. Satsang with
Poojyashree in the evening dissolved our fatigue. Despite blisters
and pain, the samvit resolution of all the sadhakas was loud and
clear, “Listen to the call of the Divine and offer oneself to Guru-
Moorti Arbud.”

The 2" day was the toughest and most beautiful part of the
entire parikrama. The entire day we crossed several mountains
and valleys and were right in the lap of Arbud. After doing darshan
at Somnath and Devangan, we reached Karodidhvaj where an
ancient and beautiful Surya Mandir is situated. After doing darshan,
we proceeded to Dak Bunglow for the night's stay and had Poojya
Shree's satsang sitting under a huge Banyan tree.

The 3 morning saw the sadhakas at Anjani Mata Temple. In
our onward journey, after offering pranams at the steps of Siddhkaji
temple, we reached Pataleshwar Mahadev, a beautiful temple by
the side of a flowing stream and surrounded by wooded mountains.
After offering prayers and relaxing our tired limbs, we proceeded
to Dev Kshetra, an out of the world place surrounded by forests
and mountains, with an ancient Shiva temple. We stayed the night
there. With no electricity and with divine vibrations all around, it
was truly an electrifying experience.

The 4™ day, after darshan at Vinayak Ganesh and Matar-
Mataji, we reached Vastanji. There was a beautiful temple in a cave
and the entire area was vibrant with the divine presence of Siddh
Mahatmas who lived there in the near past. Poojya Shree did
archana to Arbudachal and we all had divine upadesh. It was a
memorable night stay for all of us.

Leaving Vastanji at Brahmamuhurt, we reached Kancholi via

Kedareshwar, Tuhiram ki Dhuni and Gena Maharaj Ki Dhuni, where
we stayed for the night.
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The sixth morning saw us at Aranyeshwar Mahadev where
the ancient Mahadev temple in dllapldated condition and with a
special charm of its own, captivated all the sadhakas. From there,
via Kashi Vishwanath, we all arrived at Mukhrimata, offered our
gratitude to Mata and reached Sant Sarovar to a rising welcome
by all the sadhakas and mahatmas at the Ashram.

Inthe end, | can only quote a seeker who wrote “| went because
| was called. | heard because | was seeking. My intuition guided and
responded to my inner quest; the spirit's longing for the self.”

During the entire yatra, wherever | was, in the forest or in th:
cave, on the boulders or in the streams, or at Poojyashree’s fe¢
during our daily evening satsang, the words of Nguyen Long Tn
a Zen master, echoed in my mind.

“On the same spot | sit today, others came, in ages past, i«
sit, one thousand years, still others will come. Who is the singer
and who the listener ?”

- Sudhir G. Shroff

.4 ojyé Shree with sadhakas in Parikrama“ at Vstnji
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Shraddhanjali

The Land of Bharat has been blessed to have eminent seers
like the Saptarishis to lay the foundations of its culture and raise
a sturdy structure of moral and spiritual values, nurtured and
nourished from time to time by an unbroken tradition of great
Masters, who guided the course of national life. As a result, those,
who renounce all worldly pleasures in order to dedicate themselves
totally to spiritual perfection, have been held in high esteem by all
sections of the society. Yet, frail human nature is such that very few
are ready to take to a life of renunciation. Of those who do become
monks, those who succeed in reaching the high standards set for
them by the Masters are indeed very very rare. Shri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa used to say in response to others praising him for
his life of purity and one-pointed devotion, "Don’t praise a holy man
until he is dead, cremated and the ashes are scattered to the
quarters. Who knows when the demon of worldliness will be
resurrected and manage to take-over ? " Now that Swami Shankara
Samvid Giri's body has been laid to rest, we can allow the effusion
of eulogiums to come pouring in from all places.

He distinguished himself from the start by becoming a
“millennium monk”, being ordained into Paramahamsa Sanyasa in
the year 2000 A.D. When | pointed that he still had some years left
before retirement from a high post in the illustrious institute of
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NIMHANS in Bangalore, he stated that he was anxious to give
sufficent time for my personally shaping his monastic life and seeing
him established firmly in it. | thou’ght he was referring to my
advancing age, little realizing that he was envisaging his own span
of life. No one could have foreseen the fact that only seven years
were given to him to fulfill that desire.

He executed that Saptapadi with the sole intention of doing
guru seva. But that seva involved various kinds of activities anc
responsibilities inevitable in running an ashrama. Most of tharr
were entirely new to him. Some of them were even against .
nature, like storing things or carrying luggage while traveli.
remember visiting his house in Bangalore for the first time i
1990's, when | was struck by the utter barrenness of the roor:
furniture, no furnishings, no accessories of comfort. In conti =
this, when he took charge of the ashrama at Santa Sarovai.
had to spend most of his time in a room with a cart-load of files .-

a computer stuffed in it. Also, he had to carry two or three -«
phones wherever he went.

But gradually he came to terms with all this and threw himself
whole-heartedly into the work. In the last two years, he was very
much at ease and was smoothly handling all persons and situations.
His entire attitude to life underwent a transformation. Particularly,
devotees from far-off places arriving at the ashrama rejoiced to find
some amicable person with a smiling face to receive and
accommodate them. His unquestioning devotion to me and
readiness to do whatever | told him, provided me also a great relief
from the anxieties about the ashrama. From the work of supervising
building-construction or activating the water-purification-system, to
taking a class of Yoga—he was ready for any task. His services,
though for a brief time, will be etched in the annals of the Sant
Sarovara ashrama which will ever be grateful for, and proud of, its
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association with this holy person, who set an example for how a
sishya should serve his guru-sthana. It was highly symbolic that his
last act was doing guru-paduka pujan on behalf of devotees
undergoing mantra-diksha and, before he could climb down the
stairs of “Anandalahari” hall, he was struck down.

The best medical aid available in India could not save him,
and he breathed his last at 3.30 am on 11th December, 2007. The
huge crowd that gathered at the ashrama for his last darshan,
within hours of receiving the news, was an eloquent commentary
upon the life of the departed soul. Chanting of mantras and the
Lord's name continued up to noon and then his mortal frame was
carried in a decorated palanquin for parikrama of Santa Sarovara
premises before giving him samadhi in the traditional way prescribed
for a paramahamsa sanyasi.

Every sanyasi is a soldier of God, ready to march when the
bugle sounds, without any question or hesitation. For he knows
that all things are set to The King's rhythm, all steps ultimately
move towards Him only. The sanyasi sets upon that long journey
with the divine assurance : ‘T W W<h: WUTyAfq - My devotee
never perishes”.

Swami Shankara Samvid Giri laid down his life in the battle-
field of sanyasa-dharma- kshetra. In shastra’s view-point, he is
indeed blessed.

In the following pages, some suggestive photographs of Swami
Shankara Samvid Giri, pertaining to a few significant moments of
his life, have been offered.
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